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What did the page look like?

To fi nd out what this page looked 

like and what animals appeared 

on it, the museum specialists suggest making 

a search of the Romanesque Art rooms. 

According to them, painters and sculptors of 

that period often took their inspiration from 

illustrated manuscripts (bestiaries, bibles, 

scientifi c books) when making their designs.

The hiding-place
   We don’t know where this page has got 

to but some last-minute evidence suggests 

that it might still be in the museum, in the 

Romanesque Art rooms.

Valuable 12th-century manuscript page     

stolen from the Museu Nacional d’Art de 

Catalunya library

The suspects 
   The police are investigating the people 

who were in the library at the time. Some of 

their personal possessions have been taken 

as evidence.

The page was cut from a medieval manuscript magnifi cently illustrated       

with all sorts of animals. 
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THE THEFT 
OF THE BESTIARY

 How to play:

Go to the Romanesque Art Collection.
Follow the clues we’ll give you and search the exhibition 
rooms for the 16 animals that are painted  on the missing 
page.
Interpret the coded mobile message to fi nd out where the 
page is hidden. 
Copy your results to the case report to confi rm your answers.
Study the clues and the fi les on the suspects and work out 
who the culprit might be.
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The museum is looking for 
people willing to help the 

police in their investigation. 

Would you like to volunteer?

The museum is looking for The museum is looking for 

The enigma
s

of the Museu
Nacional



There are four animals for you to fi nd in this roomRoom 2
This mountainous beast
is a fearsome sight.
But the painter of this church
didn’t quite get it right.

Look under one of the arches on the right and 
fi nd out where he painted the tusks:

- on its tail     – on its head     - on its back
 
This animal is the _ L _ _ _ _ _ T

You can just see the remains of one of the monsters 
people feared most during the Middle Ages:

Find it after reading this description from the Book 
of Revelation and underline the things that match:

‘Then another sign appeared in heaven: an enormous 
red dragon with seven heads and ten horns and seven 
crowns on its heads.’

This animal is the

 A _ O _ _ L Y _ _ _ C

D R _ _ _ _

Did you know... 
the image of this monster 
comes from a very old 
tradition? Look how similar it 
is to the seven-headed Hydra, 
the fearful monster slain by 
the Greek hero Heracles!

1
Did you know... 
this animal was 
used as a war 
machine from very 
early times.

Look at this picture 

of one in the 13th-
century Oxford 
Bestiary.

1
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The ones we know are black as black,
but this one has spots all over its back.
Such a dainty cat, for all its power,
its breath has blossomed like a ….......

Look and choose

- fruit          - fi sh          - fl ower
 

This animal is the P _ _ T _ _ R

2

The ship of the desert moans and groans,
raising its head to the sky,
the beast is hurt, look at its wounds,
this ancient carrier has lost an eye.

Look and decide: how was it blinded?

- it hit its eye on a branch 

- a bit of paint has come off  

- it got sand in its eye

This animal is the _ A M _ L
 

3

4

_ L _ _ _ _ _ T

Did you know...
the bits of a 
picture where 
paint is missing 
are called lacunae 
(singular lacuna)? 
In some of these 
paintings restorers 

reconstruct these 
gaps with sand 
from the rivers near 

the place the painting came from.

Lacuna
2



Here are three fantastic animals that 
are always found together

One of the inspectors on the case drew 
these animals as they appear on the Tost 
Baldachin (on the left as you enter the 
room), but he left one out.
Can you draw it?
The three animals are: 

the W I N G E D  B _ _ _,

the W I N G E D  L _ _ _, and 

the _ A _ L _

Did you know... 
that these three animals and the 

angel make up the image of the 

Tetramorph, or ‘four forms’? Each fi gure 

represents one of Jesus’s companions, 

who wrote about his life in the Gospels. 

The lion of Saint Mark, the eagle of Saint 

John, the bull of Saint Luke and the angel 

of Saint Matthew.

On the Altar Frontal from Cardet (on the right near  
the exit) you’ll fi nd three domesticated animals

Once a snarling beast in the wild,
now a good friend to you and me,
here a red string keeps it tied,
and in the next room we’ll see it free.

This animal is the _ O _

Stand in the second exit from the right. Look in front 
of you and you’ll be able to see it. What’s it doing?
 
- hunting   - eating   - sleeping   - licking something 

Room 5

Room 6

Room 7

Did you know... 
that the material 
used to make the 
pages of most 
manuscript books in 

the Middle Ages was 

parchment and that 

it was made from 
animal skin, usually 

lamb or cow?

4

Did you know... 
that this animal 
was often used for 
sacrifi ces? That’s why it’s associated with the sacrifi ce of Christ. In the Book of Revelation it’s depicted with seven eyes to symbolise the seven spirits of God that were sent down to Earth.

5 6 7

This animal is a cousin of the horse,
and you’ll fi nd it on the farm, of course.
But if someone ever calls you one,
it’s because of something silly you’ve done!

This animal is the _ S _

8
It grazes quietly near the farm,
and from its family rarely strays;
we use its coat to keep us warm,
on cold and windy wintry days.

This animal is the _ H _ _ P

9

10

This is how the 
painter saw it

11

This animal is the L _ _ B

Look for it and draw the bits that are missing



In this room there are two carvings 
of it on the Camarasa Pillar (in front 
of you on your right), one with an 
eagle on its head, and it also rears its 
head on two of the bases of the Ripoll 
Baldachin (along the wall on the right). 

Do you know what animal it is?

This animal is the L _ _ N 

Here you’ll fi nd two wild 
animals. One of them is the 
favourite meal of the animal 
you found in this room

Over the hills it runs like the wind,
holding its branching antlers high,
but here the painter has ringed it in,
just to make sure it catches our eye.

This animal is the _ E _ R

Did you know... 
that during the 12th and 13th 

centuries kings and princes often 

kept collections of these exotic 

animals and that their image 

decorated coins and shields? The 

Bible associates its noble qualities 

with the fi gure of Christ, but also 

sees it as the incarnation of evil 

because of its cruelty.

With its loops and coils silently gliding,
up and down and round and round,
nobody knows where it might be hiding,
nobody knows where it might be found.

If you stand with your back to the main 
apse of the church, you’ll see it on your 
left, following the arch of a doorway.

This animal is the _ N A _ _

Five monstrous heads that writhe and 
squirm, against the warrior angel.
Keep away from this great worm,
For it is mortal danger.

This animal’s physical characteristics 
are related to the four elements of nature. 
Can you pair them up?

- fi re                   - its wings
- air                    - its breath
- earth               - its snake-like form
- water               - its scales 

This hybrid animal is the 

D _ _ _ O N

Did you know... 
that an 8th-century book 

tells how this animal keeps a 

precious stone in its brain with 

very special powers? The stone 

is called ‘draguntia lapi’, and 

must be taken out while the 

dragon is still alive.

Find them in these pictures:

:

Did you know... 
that this fantastic animal 

used to guard treasures?

The one you see here probably guarded 

the sword of Count Fernán González, 

founder of Castile. 

This hybrid 
animal is the 

G _ _ F _ _ N

Room 8

Room 13

Room 9

Room 15

5

that an 8th-century book 

tells how this animal keeps a 

12

13

14

16 The animal you’re missing 
is a mixture of two 
different creatures. 

6 7

8 9

15
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From the contents of 
the SMS, have you any 
idea where the page 
from the manuscript 
could be hidden?

(Write your theory here)

An SMS intercepted by the police on a mobile belonging to one of the suspects suggests the thief had an accomplice and that the page is still in the museum.

SMS brings 
unexpected twist to
manuscript theft
Thief’s coded message

The bird has not yet been able to fly and I need to set it free.

You’ll find the parchment in room 16 under the wing.

FROM STAFF REPORTS
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What animals appear on the 
missing page?
Fill in the boxes with the names of 
the 16 animals you’ve found.

What biblical scene do we 
fi nd them in?
Put the letters from the boxes 
marked with a       into the 
following sentence in the right 
order:

The missing page has a picture of 

   _ O A _ ‘ S 
   _ _ K
Do you want to know where 
it’s hidden?
To fi nd out, look at the letters       
in the boxes marked with a 
and put them together.

The hiding-place is the 

_ _ V _

Apse: in a church, the generally semicircular area where the altar is.
Lamb: when it carries a banner and a cross it represents Christ resuscitated.. 
Apocalypse (Book of Revelation): The last book of the Bible, in which the events of the end of the world are 
revealed.
Baldachin: A canopy covering the altar. It decorates and enhances the holiest part of the church.
Altar frontal: The front of an altar in a Romanesque church.
Heracles or Hercules: A hero in classical mythology and the son of Zeus. He is well-known for his twelve 
labours, one of which was to slay the seven-headed Lernaean Hydra.
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Which of the fi ve do you think could 
have done it? Look again at the 
newspaper headlines for the story and 
at the coded mobile message.

I think the culprit is:

 

Name: Anna Masters
Occupation: Student
Items confi scated:

-A list of works of art featuring dogs
-A laptop computer
-Animal welfare society membership card
-Scissors and glue stick

Name: Mary Bookes
Occupation: Librarian 
Items confi scated:

-Trainee librarian contract
-Lunch box 
-Knife and fork
-Airline ticket to New York for the next day

Name: Peter Olde

Occupation: Antiquarian

Items confi scated:

-A list of names of leading 

manuscript collectors

-A calling card from an auction 

house in Paris
-A knife
-A mobile telephone

Name: Jo Neadle
Occupation: Tattooist 

Items confi scated:

-A photograph of himself 
covered in tattoos of animals
-A digital camera
-5 library cards for the world’s 
most important libraries
-A mobile telephone CONFIDENTIAL

Take this notebook to the information desk in the museum entrance hall and you’ll fi nally have all the 
answers to the enigma! You’ll get your name in the papers and be given a pin for being a good detective.
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Name: Alfred Cutts

Occupation: Film director

Items confi scated:

-Screenplay for a fi lm version 

of Moby Dick
-Visiting card of a taxidermist

-A sketchbook with drawings of 

marine animals 

-A mobile telephone CONFIDENTIAL

CONFIDENTIAL

CONFIDENTIAL

CONFIDENTIAL
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Room 2: Paintings from Sant Joan de Boí. Circa 1100
Room 5: Tost Baldachin. Circa 1200
Room 6: Iohannes. Altar Frontal from Cardet. Second half of 13th century
Room 7: Paintings from Sant Climent de Taüll. Circa 1123
Room 8: Capital from de Camarasa Pillar. Last quarter of 13th century.             
                Bases of the Ripoll Baldachin. Second third of 12th century
Room 9: Paintings from Santa Maria de Taüll. Circa 1123 
Room 13: Altar Frontal of the Archangels. Second quarter of 13th century 
Room 15: Griffi n from Arlanza. Circa 1210
Room 16: Eucharistic Dove. Limoges, fi rst half of 13th century

1. MS Ashmole 1511, early 13th century, fol. 015v. Bodleian Library, Oxford
2. Paintings from Sant Joan de Boí: Lapidation of Saint Steven, circa 1100. Museu 

Nacional d’Art de Catalunya
3. Black-fi gure ceramic vase: Heracles Slaying the Seven-Headed Hydra, circa BC 525.  

The Paul Getty Museum, Malibu
4. Bible of Bertoldus (MS GKS 4), 1255, 2n, f. 183v. Royal Library, Copenhagen
5. Reverse of a Seville dinero of Alfonso X of Castile (1251-1284). Gabinet Numismàtic 

de Catalunya
6. Apse of El Burgal, late 11th century – early 12th century. Museu Nacional d’Art de 

Catalunya
7. Beam of Cardet, mid-13th century. Museu Nacional d’Art de Catalunya
8. Paintings of Sant Joan de Boí: Cockerel, circa 1100. Museu Nacional d’Art de Catalunya
9. Capital from Santa Maria de Besalú, between 1137 and 1167/1171. Museu Nacional 

d’Art de Catalunya
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