
WHAT HAPPENED? 

Some 500 years ago
, a mystery shook 

up life in a small
 

town near Barcel
ona: the disappe

arance of a youn
g 

shepherd respecte
d and beloved by 

everyone.

Serafí Coll was a
 handsome boy wit

h long hair, who 

spent his days ta
king his sheep ou

t to graze and 

playing melodies 
on his flute. He l

ed a 

very peaceful lif
e and they didn’t

 know of 

anybody in the to
wn who could have

 wanted 

to harm him. 

So, what happened
 to Serafí? The c

ase was 

never solved. It 
remained the deep

est of 

mysteries, almost
 forgotten, until

 today…

Game instructions:
Solve the mystery of Serafí Coll in the museum’s rooms. • Locate the parts of the artworks with the help of the map.• The artworks will give you the key to solving the clues. Your eyes will be your best weapon, so look closely!
• Transfer the solutions to the case report and make the drawing to recreate your visual crime scene reconstruction.
• After completing the case report and the visual crime scene recons-truction, look for the artwork that will answer all the unknowns in the case.

• When you have solved the case and submitted the report, you’ll get a certificate and a detective pin.
Are you ready? Let the investigation begin!

a CRIME 
WAS PAINTED 
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The murder weapon6

What a table loaded with lovely food
! It looks 

like they are about to have dinner. 
See how, 

among the plates, glasses and mugs, 
there is also 

cutlery.
But are they all there? Look and y

ou’ll see 

that there is one that they just u
sed to

_ U _ the bread.  
Where are the others? Could this b

e the weapon 

used in the crime to kill Serafí? 

Draw this piece of cutlery in th
e 

correct place in the Visual Crim
e Scene 

Reconstruction.

0

In this small painting, you will 

see a dog chasing a hare. It’s Jan, 

Serafí’s guard dog. See how much fun 

you can have!
Look closely! Almost all of the wood 

panels depict animals, but how many 

of them have boats full of people?

____ 

0 Draw the dog in  

the correct place in the  

Visual Crime Scene Reconstruction.

Look closely at 
the character 
carrying an axe 
in one hand and 
the head that he 
just chopped off 
in the other! 
What a scary and 
hair-raising 

M U R _ _ R  

Could that be what  
happened to Serafí?

What is happening here?4

Can you hear 
the moans 
and cries 
reaching 
every last 
corner of the 
town? Men and 

women are covering their faces and pulling 
their hair out. Look and you’ll see that 
they’ve even scratched themselves to show 
their pain. What could they have seen? Why 
are they trembling so much? These four groups 
of crying people were painted to decorate the 
tomb where Knight Sancho Sánchez Carrillo was                       

B _ R _ _ D  

Look closely and you’ll see that all the crying 
people are in profile, either looking to the 
right or to the left. All of them, except one 
woman looking straight ahead… 
Walk across the room toward where she is looking.

Who is crying?3

The plot5
In a well-hidden 
corner there are two 
characters talking  
at the door of a 
house. Can you find 
them? What could they 
be talking about? It 
looks like the person 
wearing a hood is 
hatching a plot.
What have they 

P _ _ N _ _ _? 

Why doesn’t he want 
anyone  
to hear him?

0

Draw these two people  
in the correct  
place in the 
Visual Crime Scene 
Reconstruction.

Where could Serafí be?2
This is what this girl 
is asking herself, who 
is a friend of Serafí. 
Look and you’ll see that 
she’s not alone. She is 
with neighbours who may be 
getting organised to go and 
search for the shepherd. Can 
you count how many people 
in total are represented in 
this scene? ____

Serafí’s best friend1

2



3

Among these six instruments is Serafí’s favourite, the flute. They say he played 
extremely well and that she, a 

beautiful maiden, _ E _ L / _ N / _ _ _ _

with him because of his tunes.
Can you imagine the sound all these instruments  
would make playing at the same time?

Who is playing such lovely music?7

Gothic, Renaissance and 
Baroque Art Collection

Room  33

Room  32

Room  24Room  25

Room  29

Room  20b Room  20 Room  21

Room  17 Room  18 Room  19

Room  22 Room  23

Room  28

Room  27

Room  30

Room  31

Room  34

Room  26

1
2

3

4
5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

Entrance

Exit

PsalteryMoorish guitar  
(or gittern) 

Flute Lute Portative organ            Harp



The town13
In the town, tonnes of 
neighbours are running, 
terrified. It looks like they  

want to C _ _ C _ someone! 
Look and you’ll see a figure in 
black close to the wall who is 
not moving. Could he be the 
one responsible for the crime?

4

The murderer10
Look and you’ll see that in 
these paintings the bad people 
have been scratched out!  
And not only the face of the 

E _ E C _ _ _ _ _ E R, 
meaning the one who kills 
someone, but all of the people 
considered evil. Could it be a 
neighbour who was frightened 
of everything that happened?

Draw this person in the correct place  
in the Visual Crime Scene Reconstruction.

0

Look carefully at these six faces and 

match them to the portraits of the   

C _ U _ C _ _ L _ _ S 

painted on the altarpiece. Careful 

though, because one of the faces 

is not in the artwork. This is 

precisely the face of the person 

guilty for Serafí’s disappearance. 

Try to remember it, because you will 

definitely see it again!

Recognising the criminal11

The witness9
What is that half-hidden person looking 
at? He is one of the town gossips 
and whenever something happens, he 
sticks his nose in (and his beard!), 
into one corner or another. It looks 
like he has seen something suspicious 
happen, something that happened very 
quickly.   

Why does he want to E _ C _ _ E ?  

Could this person have something to do with 
Serafí’s disappearance?

Draw the bearded witness in the correct  
place in the Visual Crime Scene Reconstruction.

0

The crime scene12
But where exactly did Serafí 
disappear from? A couple 
of monks found Serafí’s 
red haversack close to the 
monastery, on the  

O U _ S K _ _ _ _   

of town, not far from the 
forest. So it looks like 
something happened to the 
poor shepherd close to the 
monastery.

Draw the monastery in the correct 
place in the Visual Crime Scene 
Reconstruction.0

The motive for the crime8
What a white shepherd! It is a vision of a ghost that wants 
to tell us something… He is pointing to the beautiful   

_ _ R _ _ _ _ (the main character in this 
 
altarpiece), and her father, arriving on horseback. 
Listen to what he says: ‘Beware of Barbara’s beauty 
and the evilness of her father, be very careful…’ 



5

Did you know that... 
dogs and birds were already 
pets in the Middle Ages? 
And they weren’t the only 
animals: they also had cats 
in their homes and even 
exotic animals, like a lion 
or elephant!

1

Did you know that…
a sculpture like this one 
came from a single block 
of stone? What a huge 
amount of work to carve 
the stone, and make the 
buttons and hair!

5

Did you know that...
according to the legend of 
Saint Barbara, the shepherd 
turned into a statue?  
It was God’s punishment 
for revealing where the 
saint was hiding.

8

Can you imagine... 
what it was like when 
photography did not 
exist? Paintings and 
drawings were the only 
ways to leave record 
of landscapes, historic 
events and important 
people like these.

Did you know 
that... 
in medieval monasteries,  
the monks got up at 
three in the morning? 
They spent many hours 
praying, and they also 
worked the land, studied 
and copied out books.

11 12

Did you know that... 
when the nobility and lords 
were buried, they paid people 
to go and cry over the 
deceased person? It was a 
job. They had to make a lot 
of noise and show their pain 
and be really expressive. 

3

Did you notice 
that... 
the devil was also invited to 
this dinner? He is leaning 
on Judas’s shoulder, a way 
of identifying this man as 
bad or evil.

6

Did you know that...
in medieval cities, doors 
and windows were often 
open? They were the eyes 
and ears of the neighbours. 
They heard  
the fights, cries, playing…

9

Did you know that...
in Gothic paintings, they 
often wrote the name of 
the person to be able to 
identify him or her? The 
word written over this 
person is ‘carnifex’, which 
means ‘executioner’ in Latin.

4

Did you notice...
the fingers of the angels 
and the way they play the 
instruments? But not all 
of them are plucked string 
instruments: the portative 
organ is a wind instrument, 
like the flute!

7



Ca
se
 r
ep
or
t

Gl
os
sa
ry

If you would like to learn more, please visit our Online Collections at www.museunacional.cat/en/catalogue
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SERAFÍ AND _ _ _ _ _ _ _, THE COUNT’S DAUGHTER 

_ _ _ _ / _ _ / _ _ _ _ AND DECIDED TO _ _ _ _ _ _ TOGETHER.

THE COUNT FOUND OUT AND _ _ _ _ _ _ _ WITH HIS 

MOST PERVERSE _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ THE _ _ _ _ _ _ 

OF THE SHEPHERD. HE ARRANGED TO MEET THE SOLDIER WHO WOULD DO IT, ONE WINTER

AFTERNOON ON THE _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ OF TOWN, NOT FAR FROM THE MONASTERY. 

SERAFÍ WALKED BY WITH HIS FLOCK AND JAN, AND THEY MANAGED TO _ _ _ _ _ 

HIM, AND THE _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _    _ _ _ OFF HIS HEAD.

THEY _ _ _ _ _ _ HIM CLOSE TO THE FOREST AND NOBODY EVER FOUND HIM.
3
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1.  Anonymous, Small coffered ceiling panel with a dog 
pursuing a hare. Circa 1300

2.  Master of Vallbona de les Monges (Guillem 
Seguer?), Altar frontal of the Corpus Christi. 
Circa 1335-1345

3.  Anonymous, Pleurants. Circa 1295
4.  Second Master of Bierge, Life of Saint Nicholas. 

End of 13th century
5.  Bartomeu de Robió, Apparition of Saint Andrew to 

a Bishop Tempted by a Demon. Second half of 14th 
century

6.  Jaume Serra, Altarpiece of the Virgin. Circa 
1367-1381

7.  Pere Serra, Virgin of the Angels. Circa 1385
8.  Gonçal Peris Sarrià, Altarpiece of Saint Barbara. 

Circa 1410-1425
9.  Master of Saint John and Saint Stephen, Calvary. 

Circa 1450
10. Bernat Martorell, Altarpiece of the Saints John. 

Circa 1435-1445
11. Lluís Dalmau, Virgin of the “Consellers”. 1443-

1445
12. Vergós Group, Saint Augustine Meditates on the 

Trinity when the Child Jesus Appears before him. 
Circa 1470/1475-1486

13. Hans van Wechelen, The Way to Calvary. Circa 1560

The works in the Gothic, Renaissance and Baroque Art collections that are part of this route are:

1 2

CASE  
CLOSED

THE SCENE OF THE CRIM
E 

Find the scene in the
 room _ _

The Visual Crime Scene
 Reconstruction 

will help you to loca
te it.

1 2

NOBILITY: People who, by birth or the decision of a king, enjoy certain 
privileges. They belong to a different social class than normal citizens.

ALTARPIECE: Set of pieces painted on wood or other materials that generally represent 
religious scenes. They are hung or placed behind the altar, inside a church.

EXECUTIONER: Person who executes people for the death penalty and other 
punishments.

PLUCKED STRING INSTRUMENTS: The ones where you make sound by touching the strings 
with your fingers, not with a bow, like the violin.

SAINT: Holy person who proves the strength of his or her faith in God during 
their lifetime. This is why they worship these people in the Church.

COUNCILLOR: Person in charge of governing and taking decisions about a town or city.

HAVERSACK: Bag made of leather or other materials that is worn on the back.
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Draw the items that you have founded by solving each clue, 
you will end up with the crime scene:

Show your solution at the information desk in the museum’s lobby 
and —if you have solved the mystery correctly— you will receive your 

detective certificate and pin.
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The plot

The murder weapon 

Serafí’s best friend

The witness

The crime scene

 The murderer
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